Grade Nine Geography - Academic 

Unit 1 – Thinking Geographically


Map Design Guide

Maps are an essential tool for ALL geographers:  you will learn to love them!

They should be easy to read, clear and accurate

Map Essentials:

· An underlined explanatory title.  What information is the map conveying?

· A legend, in a box, which explains the colours, lines and symbols used on the map.

· The scale of the map (how much distance does 1 cm represent?).

· A north arrow or compass rose is also a must.
· Labels on the major places or regions, according to the assignment.
· Your name is printed in the bottom right corner of the map:  do NOT use cursive writing.

Labelling Maps:

Names should be printed on the map in the following order to avoid crowding and confusion.

1) Label exact locations (cities) first.

2) Label lines such as river or roads next.  Follow their path when printing.

3) Last, label areas.  Printing the label within the boundaries if possible.  Avoid arrows and number codes.
How to Label:

· Printing is the only acceptable form of writing on a map.  Italicized or slanted form of printing can be used for natural features, such as rivers or mountains.
· Use a black pen or sharp pencil.

· Only underline names if there is a particular purpose (i.e. to distinguish between labels for cities and labels for provinces).

Colours and Shading:

· Finish all your labeling BEFORE you shade in your map.

· Use colours that look good together as much as possible.

· Colour a map when there are areas or features to be shown as different from other features.
· Use colours that relate to the features (blue=water, green=forest).

· The colours used must match the legend exactly.
Introductory Map Assignment
Name: ____________________________
Due Date: _______________

Map 1 – Canada – Political:

On a black political map of Canada:
1) Using a red line, draw Canada’s boundaries with the U.S.A. (remember Alaska) and with Greenland (which is part of Denmark).

2) Label the U.S.A. and Greenland.

3) Using a light colour (e.g. yellow), shade in the U.S.A. and Greenland.
4) Mark with a dot and name the following cities:

Vancouver
Prince Rupert, BC
Calgary

Saskatoon
Thunder Bay
Sault Ste. Marie

Sudbury
Montreal
Saint John
5) Mark with a different type of dot and name the 14 capital cities in Canada.
6) Outline with colour (not red) and label the 10 Provinces and 3 Territories.
Review the Map Design Guide and make sure that your map is complete.  

(What else is missing?)
Map 2 – Canada and the World:

On a blank world map:

1) Show the following regions by labeling them and marking any land boundaries with a coloured line:  North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania.

2) Draw and label all the significant lines of latitude and longitude (e.g. Equator, International Date Line, Tropics).

3) Label the following oceans:  Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic, Antarctic
4) Label and shade the following countries:  Canada, China, Russia, U.K. (Britain), France, Mexico, South Korea, Iraq, India, Pakistan, USA, Brazil.
5) If you were born in another country or have relatives or friends in other countries label and shade these countries on your map.

Review the Map Design Guide and make sure that your map is complete. 
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