Climate Regions of Canada

· There are 8 Climate regions of Canada: Arctic, Taiga, Cordilleran, Pacific Maritime (Mountain), Boreal, Prairie, Southeastern, Atlantic Maritime (East Coast)

· Generally speaking, a region that is close to a large body of water (ocean or large lakes) has a Maritime Climate.

· Generally speaking, a region that is not close to a large body of water has a Continental  Climate.

Climate Graphs
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Average annual temperature; 8.9°C
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· A Climate Graph shows the average temperatures and precipitation (rainfall), for each month for a region or city.
· Temperature Range: Max Temp – Min Temp

· Average Annual Temperature: sum of all temperatures / 12

· Snowfall equivalent: Estimated by taking each month with a temperature at or below 0 and multiplying the monthly precipitation by 10 to get the snowfall equivalent (ex: 10mm of precipitation = 100mm of snowfall)
· Growing Season: Each month with an average temperature of 6 degrees or more.  Shading the portion of the 






       temperature curve above the 6 degree 






       mark indicates growing season

Use page 141 in your Making Connections textbook to determine whether or not an area is classified as MARITIME or CONTINENTAL climate based on temperature range, total precipitation and seasonal distribution of precipitation
